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1. 


Classification 


PURPOSE AND SCOPE. This Program Statement provides policy 


and procedure regarding the Bureau of Prisons inmate 
classification system. The classification of inmates is 
necessary to place each inmate in the most appropriate security 
level institution that also meets their program needs and is 
consistent with the Bureau’s mission to protect society. 


The Bureau’s classification, designation and redesignation 
procedures are consistent with the statutory authority contained 
in 18 U.S.C. § 3621(b). All classification, designation and 
redesignation decisions are made without favoritism given to an 
inmate’s social or economic status. 
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES. The expected results of this Program 


Statement are: 


a. 


Each inmate will be placed in a facility commensurate with 


their security and program needs through an objective and 
consistent system of classification which also allows staff to 
exercise their professional judgement; and, 


b. 


Staff will systematically and objectively review an 


inmate’s classification making the environment in which they are 
housed safer for both inmates and staff while protecting the 
public from undue risk. 


ce 


SUMMARY OF CHANGES. This revision incorporates Executive 


Staff decisions 03-04-05 and 99-03-03, as well as other 
procedural changes such as the movement of most 
designation/redesignation functions (04-08-17) to the Designation 
and Sentence Computation Center (DSCC), Grand Prairie, Texas. 


a. 


The scoring item “Type of Prior Commitment” has been 


replaced with “Criminal History Score.” (Chapter 4, Page 8 and 
Chapter 6, Page 5) 
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PUBLIC SAFETY FACTORS 


A Public Safety Factor (PSF) is relevant factual information 
regarding the inmate’s current offense, sentence, criminal 
history or institutional behavior that requires additional 
security measures be employed to ensure the safety and protection 
of the public. Public Safety Factors are normally applied on the 
Inmate Load and Security Designation Form (BP-337) prior to an 
inmate’s initial assignment to an institution, however, additions 
or deletions may be made at anytime there after via the Custody 
Classification Form, (BP-338). A maximum of three PSFs may be 
applied, however if more than three apply, those which would 
provide the greatest security and public safety will be utilized. 


CODE PSF - DESCRIPTION 
A None. No Public Safety Factors apply. 
B Disruptive Group. A male inmate who is a validated 


member of a Disruptive Group identified in the Central 
Inmate Monitoring System will be housed in a High 
security level institution, unless the PSF has been 
waived. 


At the time of initial designation, if the Presentence 
Investigation Report or other documentation identifies 
the inmate as a possible member of one of the Central 
Inmate Monitoring Disruptive Groups, DSCC staff will 
enter a PSF on the BP-337. However, DSCC staff will 
not enter the CIM assignment "Disruptive Group." Upon 
loading this PSF on a not-yet-validated member, DSCC 
staff will (1) make a notation in the Remarks Section 
to indicate the need for validation upon arrival at the 
institution, and (2) notify the Central Office 
Intelligence Section, via GroupWise, to advise them of 
the inmate’s status. Upon the inmate's arrival at the. 
designated institution, the intake screener will notify 
the institution's Special Investigation Supervisor of 
the inmate's PSF, to initiate the validation process. 


Cc Greatest Severity Offense. A male inmate whose current 
term of confinement falls into the "Greatest Severity" 
range according to the Offense Severity Scale (Appendix 
A) will be housed in at least a Low security level 
institution, unless the PSF has been waived. 
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PSF _- DESCRIPTION 


Sex Offender. A male or female inmate whose behavior 
in the current term of confinement or prior history 
includes one or more of the following elements will be 
housed in at least a Low security level institution, 
unless the PSF has been waived. A conviction is not 
required for application of this PSF if the Presentence 
Investigation Report (PSR), or other official 
documentation, clearly indicates the following behavior 
occurred in the current term of confinement or prior 
criminal history. If the case was dismissed or nollie 
prosequi, application of this PSF cannot be entered. 
However, in the case where an inmate was charged with 
an offense that included one of the following elements, 
but as a result of a plea bargain was not convicted, 
application of this PSF should be entered. 


Example: According to the PSR, the inmate was 
specifically described as being involved in a Sexual 
Assault but pled guilty to Simple Assault. Based on 
the documented behavior, application of this PSF should 
be entered: : 


(1) Engaging in sexual contact with another person 
without obtaining permission to do so (forcible rape, 
sexual assault or sexual battery) ; 

(2) Possession, distribution or mailing of child 
pornography or related paraphernalia; 


(3) Any sexual contact with a minor or other person 
physically or mentally incapable of granting consent 
(indecent liberties with a minor, statutory rape, 
sexual abuse of the mentally ill, rape by administering 
a drug or substance); 


(4) Any sexual act or contact not identified above 
that is aggressive or abusive in nature (e.g., rape by 
instrument, encouraging use of a minor for prostitution 
purposes, incest, etc.). Examples may be documented by 
state or Bureau of Prisons’ incident reports, clear 
NCIC entries, or other official documentation; 


(5) Attempts are to be treated as if the sexual act or 
contact was completed; and/or, 


(6) Any offense referenced in the Sex Offender 
Notification and Registration Program Statement. 
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PSF - DESCRIPTION 


Threat to Government Officials. A male or female 
inmate classified with a Central Inmate Monitoring 
assignment of Threat to Government Official will be 
housed in at least a Low security level institution, 
unless the PSF has been waived. 


Deportable Alien. A male or female inmate who is not a 
citizen of the United States. All long-term detainees 
will have this PSF applied. When applied, the inmate 
or the long-term detainee shall be housed in at least a 
Low security level institution. 


The PSF shall not be applied, or shall be removed when 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or 
the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) have 
determined that deportation proceedings are unwarranted 
or there is a finding not to deport at the completion 
of deportation proceedings. The Institution Hearing 
Program CMA of NO IHP or IHP CMP ND will then be 
applied. Additionally, the PSF shall not be applied if 
the inmate has been naturalized as a United States 
citizen. 


Sentence Length. A male inmate with more than ten 
years remaining to serve will be housed in at least a 
Low security level institution unless the PSF has been 
waived. 


A male inmate with more than 20 years remaining to 
serve will be housed in at least a Medium security 
level institution, unless the PSF has been waived. 


A male inmate with more than 30 years remaining to 
serve (including non-parolable LIFE sentences) will be 
housed in a High security level institution unless the 
PSF has been waived. 


Violent Behavior. A female inmate whose current term 
of confinement or history involves two convictions (or 
findings of commission of a prohibited act by the DHO) 
for serious incidents of violence within the last five 
years will be assigned to at least a Low security level 
institution, unless the PSF has been waived. 





